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Campaign Description

What problem are you working to address?

Cancer is the leading cause of death in Canada.

More than one in three British Columbians will experience a cancer diagnosis in his or her lifetime.  Each of us will in some way be touched by cancer.

BC Cancer Foundation is working to reduce the incidence of cancer and to improve the quality of life and survival rates for all British Columbians who experience cancer.

How does a donation help solve this problem?

Donations directly support cancer research at the BC Cancer Agency.  
Donations stay in BC and fund some of the most promising cancer research being conducted anywhere in the world – research that is helping to diagnose cancers earlier, develop new therapies, transform cancer care and save more lives than ever before.

Why is it important to give right now?

Donations are the very lifeblood of cancer research - helping researchers achieve extraordinary breakthroughs and transform the future of cancer care.
We are standing at an era of new opportunity in cancer research.  More exciting cancer research breakthroughs are just on the horizon.  Donations will fuel the pace of discovery, allow research breakthroughs to be translated into treatments more quickly and help more people live.
What is the impact that a gift will have?

Your donations are advancing research, saving lives and giving new hope to cancer patients in B.C. and beyond – men & women like Anita and Andrew.

CAMPAIGN THEME

Bring hope and promise to thousands of cancer patients in B.C. and beyond. 
You are supporting some of the most promising cancer research in the world.  
Today half of British Columbians diagnosed with cancer will beat their disease and go on to live long, productive lives.  Donations are fueling this momentum of progress and helping save thousands of lives. 
You are part of a success story – one that is saving lives and giving hope.

Subject lines (draft options):

· Help create a world free from cancer
· You can advance cancer research and save lives
· You can give new hope to cancer patients in B.C. and beyond.
CAMPAIGN NARRATIVE:

What is the most compelling need your organization will address during the holidays?

· Help save lives and give hope to cancer patients in BC and beyond through some of the most promising cancer research in the world.
What is the most moving personal story you’d like to share about the work you’re doing?


Tell the story of at least two cancer patients who have benefited from treatment at the BC Cancer Agency

· Anita’s story: 
Eight years ago, as a newlywed, Anita was diagnosed with terminal breast cancer. At 30 years old she had both breasts removed and went through chemotherapy and radiation treatment.  Her cancer went into remission but three years later it had returned and spread.  She was dying.  But thanks to the amazing research by doctors at the BC Cancer Agency she was given a second chance and was asked to participate in the study of a new cancer drug that was undergoing clinical trials.
Her cancer is now being treated as a chronic condition.  Her journey is not over but she is alive and has have hope for the future.


Anita’s mail copy:
Eight years ago, at the age of 30, I was diagnosed with terminal breast cancer.  But I am alive today because of people like you – people I've never met.  

That is why I am writing to you today,
· (current) to thank you for your support this year and to continue your commitment with a gift of <gift1>,  <gift2>, or <gift3>

· (lapsed) to thank you for your gifts in the past and to encourage you to renew your support with a gift of <gift1>,  <gift2>, or <gift3>

· (prospect) to ask for your support BC Cancer Foundation with a gift of <gift1>,  <gift2>, or <gift3>

so that more people like me will live. 

You see, I was a newlywed and my husband and I were looking forward to starting a family.  Our whole lives where were ahead of us.  Or so we thought.

Cancer changed everything.

After radical surgery, chemotherapy and radiation my cancer went into remission, but, after three years, returned and spread.  I was dying.  

But thanks to the amazing research being done at the BC Cancer Agency I was given a second chance and was asked to participate in a clinical trial of a new cancer drug.

It worked.  Now my cancer is being treated as a chronic condition.  My cancer journey is not over but I am alive.  And I have hope for the future.

Your gift to the BC Cancer Foundation supports some of the most promising cancer research in the world.  Please give today.
Anita Cochrane

[Signature Garphic]

P.S.   
I know the importance of funding life-saving research - research that has 
not only saved my life, but will also save the lives of many others 


who are facing this disease. Please make your gift now.
· Andrew:

At 37, Andrew was diagnosed with testicular cancer.  He received surgery at the BC Cancer Agency which was deemed a success.  However his cancer recurred, this time in his lymph nodes in his abdomen.  After nine weeks of chemotherapy he was given a clean bill of heath. 

Andrew’s mail copy:

My life changed forever when, at the age of 37, I was diagnosed with testicular cancer. I was devastated.  

I was treated and my surgery was a success. But Christmas of 2006 brought the dismal news that that the cancer had returned – this time in the lymph nodes in my abdomen. 
Today, after nine weeks of chemotherapy treatment and with support from my loving family and friends, I can say that I am cancer free.

Cancer research literally saved my life.  
That is why I am writing to you today,

· (current) to thank you for your support this year and to continue your commitment with a gift of <gift1>,  <gift2>, or <gift3>

· (lapsed) to thank you for your gifts in the past and to encourage you to renew your support with a gift of <gift1>,  <gift2>, or <gift3>

· (prospect) to ask for your support BC Cancer Foundation with a gift of <gift1>,  <gift2>, or <gift3>

so that more people like me will live. 

I am forever grateful for the incredible support I received and for your donations that make this life-saving research possible.
My story is just one example of how the research at the BC Cancer Agency is helping patients and helping save lives.
Each of us will in some way be touched by cancer in our lifetime. Your donation helps to fund life-saving research that will protect the health of your loved ones, friends and neighbours and even yourself.  So please give now.
Andrew Gregory

[Signature Graphic]



P.S.   
I know the importance of funding life-saving research - research that has 
not only saved my life, but will also save the lives of many others 


who are facing this disease. Please make your gift now.
Call outs

Your donations bring hope and promise to thousands of cancer patients like Anita (Andrew) in B.C. and beyond.  
You are supporting some of the most promising cancer research in the world.  
<optional additional copy or maybe in TY>

You are part of a success story—one that is saving lives and giving hope

Today, half of British Columbians diagnosed with cancer will go on to beat their disease and live long, productive lives. Your donation fuels the momentum of progress and is helping to save thousands of lives.

You are making a difference. Thank you.

What is happening right now or what will happen in December to make this campaign timely?


· A recent breast cancer discovery at the BC Cancer Agency has demonstrated the impact of donor support.
· “Next-generation” DNA sequencing, which allows researchers to study the complete genome of an individual patient’s cancer tumour, can determine which mutations make cells resistant to drug therapy, and hence which drugs will be the most effective for that patient’s cancer. This advances the development of personalized medicine for cancer patients. 

What is the impact you hope to have in the coming year?


· Provide researchers with the means to make even more discoveries that will continue to transform cancer treatment and save lives

· Help more cancer patients survive and give more cancer patients hope 

