Last Minute Test-taking Tips

1. Get a good night's sleep
2. Get to the testing center early
3. In most cases, the questions are delivered in a "bell-shaped" curve. That is, the first 25% start easy and get harder as they go. The middle 50% are the toughest, and then the final 25% get easy again. This is important because too many students take an hour to do the middle 20 questions and never get to do the final 10 questions that are generally the easiest on the test. If you don't see the answer quickly, mark the question for review and you'll be able to come back to it.
4. Watch out for the Except, Not, and other negative terms that can completely change the meaning of the question.
5. Don't change answers, UNLESS, you realize that you misread the question (didn't spot the Except, for example), or a later question gave you the answer to something where earlier you had to guess. Statistics from the testing universe, not just these exams, show that over 60% of the time, changing an answer doesn't help and can actually hurt by taking a correct answer and changing to one that is incorrect.
6. Always look for the simplest answer; don't read into the question and say to yourself, "well, IF you looked at it this way, but tweaking this and the other, you might be able to say such and such is the answer". Too many people do that and miss questions they would otherwise get correct. There isn't always a perfectly correct choice, but there is always a best (or least wrong) choice.


