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Techniques for Model 
Cleanliness



Benefits of clean model

Performance: Removing unneeded objects for faster startup 
and calculation

Scalability: Increasing functionality with focused architecture

Maintenance: Facilitating the onboarding and adoption of the 
model



4 Golden Rule Rules

• Delete objects that are no longer needed



4 Golden Rule Rules

• Delete objects that are no longer needed



4 Golden Rule Rules

• Delete objects that are no longer needed
• Use Section Dividers to break up objects



4 Golden Rule Rules

• Delete objects that are no longer needed
• Use Section Dividers to break up objects
• Use Notes to document that object



4 Golden Rule Rules

• Delete objects that are no longer needed
• Use Section Dividers to break up objects
• Use Notes to document that object
• Develop a Naming Convention for:

• Actions (Build vs Load)
• Modules (shorter the better)
• Line Items (Text vs. List vs Boolean)
• Best Practice article: 

https://help.anaplan.com/anapedia/Content/Modeling/Good_Pr
actice/Good_Practice_Naming_Conventions.html

https://help.anaplan.com/anapedia/Content/Modeling/Good_Practice/Good_Practice_Naming_Conventions.html
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Actions

• Group Actions of a process together
• Source should be View or File
• Green Checks



Imports 
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Imports 

• Clean up Source Label description
• Create views with only the line items needed
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Lists

• Production Data vs. Non-Production 
Data

• Is ‘Time’ part of the key/list member?

• Does the list have Properties?



Modules

• Name the modules with the correct 
prefix: SYS, DAT, CALC, REP, etc.
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Modules

• Name the modules with the correct 
prefix: SYS, DAT, CALC, REP, etc.

• Find the largest modules and review the 
line items

• Set up a consistent order in the Applies 
To

• https://community.anaplan.com/t5/B
est-Practices/Dimension-Order/ta-
p/32934

https://community.anaplan.com/t5/Best-Practices/Dimension-Order/ta-p/32934


Line Items

• Create Dividers (formatted as No Data) for different sections



Line Items

• Create Dividers (formatted as No Data) for different sections
• Repetition of functions?



Line Items

• Create Dividers (formatted as No Data) for different sections
• Repetition of functions?



Line Items

• Create Dividers (formatted as No Data) for different sections
• Repetition of functions?
• Subsidiary views usually equals new module!



Line Items

• Create Dividers (formatted as No Data) for 
different sections

• Repetition of functions?
• Subsidiary views usually equals new 

module!
• Can the formulas be improved?

• SUM/Lookup combination
• Early Exits
• No hardcoding

• Summary Settings – set to None if you can



Continuous improvement

• When should this be done?

• Download the guide!



Thank you!


