
 

 

Fundraising Tools 
Bringing hope and healing.  
 
As a Mercy Ships’ volunteer, you will personally finance your own travel, room and board. 
This allows for Mercy Ships to provide free surgical care and services for patients in under-
served African nations. By inviting others to support you (financially, with prayer, etc.), they 
can be a part of hope and healing as well! 
 
Strategies for Raising Support  

 Compile a list of potential supporters: friends, family, professional acquaintances, 
organizations, and religious communities. Obtain mailing addresses, emails, and 
phone numbers for each potential contact.  

 Prioritize your contact list by whom to contact first.  
 Schedule meetings with interested supporters to share about your future service with 

Mercy Ships, and how they can partner with you.  
 Prepare a presentation about your plans and rehearse it well. Use tools like Mercy 

Ships’ images and videos to help you communicate the mission and vision. 
 Draft your support letter and send it to your contacts.  
 Manage your team of supporters. Frequently thank them, acknowledging that they 

are playing a key role in bring hope and healing too. Their service is different than 
yours, but it’s just as important.  

 Use www.mercyships.org and https://mymercy.mercyships.org/ as a resource for 
current information, photos, and stories.  
 

Guidelines for Writing Support Letters  
 Keep it simple. A one-page letter is sufficient. Be clear and concise.  
 Make it appealing. First impressions matter. If designing documents isn’t your 

strength, find a friend who can help.  
 Proofread it. Spelling and grammar errors are noticeable and often avoidable. Have 

someone help you by reading your letter for any errors before you send. 
 Remember the details. Share about how you’ll be serving, where and when you are 

serving, and your financial goals and deadlines.  
 Make it personal. People want to support you. Share your story, why serving with 

Mercy Ships is important, and how supporters can partner with you. 
 It’s not all about the money. Support is so much more than money. Even if people 

can’t contribute financially, they can still encourage or pray for you. 
 Make it convenient. Include the link for your CrewMates page, your mailing address, 

and any other instructions. 
 Say “thank you”. A great way to end your letter is with gratitude - thank your 

potential supporters in advance. 
 
For more information, please contact the FinACE Department at finace@mercyships.org.  


