
FUNDRAISING GUIDE 
HOW CAN YOU RAISE SUPPORT AS A CREW FUNDRAISER?

BE REAL 

Be realistic about your 
fundraising goal and what 
must occur to reach it.  

BE INCLUSIVE 

Building a network is one of 
the fastest and most effective 
ways to grow your 
fundraising campaign.  

Invite all those who listen to 
your story, and in turn, listen 
to theirs. 

INVITE OTHERS  

Awareness is more important 
now than ever before.  

Motivate potential supporters 
to join the work of Mercy 
Ships Canada in our mission 
to bring hope and healing.

Fund Raising = Support Raising 
As soon as you receive your offer letter, start brainstorming potential 
avenues for raising support. 

We encourage you to have a strong fundraising plan before you arrive 
at the field service location so that you successfully complete your 
designated time of service.  

Funds that exceed your fundraising goal are held in our General Fund 
to support Mercy Ships Canada’s projects and programs to ensure a 
lasting impact. These are truly gifts of hope and service. 

Writing a Support Letter 
Support statements are a great way to communicate your needs to 
your community network. 

Do 

 Acknowledge the reader directly 

 Tell your story and the story of Mercy Ships 

 Be clear 

 Express thanks 

Don’t 

 Write a generic statement and send it to everyone 

 Be shy 

 Complicate your message 

 Forget to follow-up with each reader individually



MERCY SHIPS CANADA  
UNIT 5-3318 OAK ST. 

VICTORIA, BC, V8X 1R1 
1-866-900-7447 

www.mercyships.ca  

WE SUPPORT YOU 

NEED MATERIAL? 

Contact our Engagement 
Coordinator to receive 
brochures and other material 
for your MSCA events. 

msca@mercyships.ca 

RECRUITMENT?  

Our Crew Coordinator would 
like to connect with other 
potential volunteers to share 
information. 

crew.coordinator@mercyships.ca 

SET UP A PLEDGE?  

“Pledges” are monthly 
commitments. Our 
Advancement Coordinator can 
set this up with donors. 
Pledges can easily be started 
or stopped at any time. 

lea.baron@mercyships.ca 

INFORMATION ON 
CANADIAN PROJECTS? 

Visit our website to learn more 
about Canadian projects or 
contact our Programs Manager 
directly. 

annick.sylvestre@mercyships.ca 

TOP FUNDRAISING STRATEGIES 

Set Up a Monthly Pledge 
If you have someone in your life who wants to show their continued 
support to Mercy Ships Canada as you embark on this wonderful 
experience, ask them if they are interested in setting up a monthly 
pledge. “Pledges” are monthly commitments to Mercy Ships Canada 
and can easily be set up. You must instruct them to call our office 
directly. 

Build an Online Presence 
You can create a blog, e-newsletter, or set up an account on Instagram 
to share your experience at Mercy Ships with friends and family. If you 
post regularly, engage with your followers and subscribers, or even host 
an online contest to strengthen your fundraising support. 

Online Fundraising 
All Canadians are offered a free, personalized fundraising campaign 
page provided by Mercy Ships Canada. This enables potential Mercy 
Ships Canada donors the opportunity to make online donations. Online 
fundraising can increase fundraising success and make it easier for our 
supporters to donate to our cause. When supporters donate over 
$10.00, they receive a donation receipt for tax purposes. 

See our Canadian Crew Guidebook (offered upon acceptance to 
serve) for more details. Mercy Ships Canada cannot disclose the 
personal information of donors to volunteer crew, so please add contact 
information to your page so supporters can contact you directly. 

Involve Your Community 
Collaborate with local schools and/or churches. Get your community 
involved and raise money for Mercy Ships Canada! The fundraising 
theme possibilities are endless - check out Fun Ideas To Raise Money. 
The more unique, the better in order to stand out and engage with 
supporters!  

Combine these efforts for success!
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