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Arabic Support for OMEGA™  
Arabic language support is available for OMEGA 4.0 AND LATER on Windows® XP, Vista, 
and Windows® 7. Enabling Arabic for OMEGA requires the following steps: 

♦ Transfer existing Arabic fonts from GRAPHIX ADVANTAGE® or install the Arabic 
Font Pack using Font Manager. 

♦ Enable Arabic fonts in Composer. 

♦ Enable Arabic support in Windows XP, Vista, or Windows 7. 

After enabling Arabic support for OMEGA, Arabic fonts may be entered using the Enter/Edit 
Text dialog box or the Enter/Edit Small Text dialog box. Arabic fonts cannot be entered using 
Text on the Work Surface (TOWS). See “Tips for using Arabic with OMEGA” on page 20 for 
additional information. 

Transferring GRAPHIX ADVANTAGE Arabic fonts to OMEGA 
If you currently have Arabic GRAPHIX ADVANTAGE and wish to transfer your Arabic fonts 
to OMEGA you can back up your font files from GA and copy them into the OMEGA font 
folder after OMEGA is installed.  

  To transfer the original GA fonts to OMEGA 

 1 Use Windows Explorer to locate the GA fonts. They are usually in the following 
folder: C:\GSP\GSPFonts where C is the designation of the hard drive where GA is 
loaded. 

 2 Select the Arabic fonts in the folder and copy them to a CD, network drive, or other 
backup device. Following is a list of 10 possible Arabic fonts that may be on your 
system: 

♦ G0042440.GSF – ARABIC-MOFID MAHIDI AK REV.G 
♦ G0042441.GSF – ARABIC-NASKHI BOLD AK REV.E 
♦ G0042442.GSF – ARABIC-NASKHI AK.REV.G 
♦ G0042443.GSF – ADVERTISERS NASKH BOLD AK REV.N 
♦ G0042444.GSF – ADVERTISERS NASKH MEDIUM AK REVH 
♦ G0042445.GSF – ARABIC-CENTRAL AK REV H 
♦ G0042446.GSF – ARABIC-KUFIC MED AK REV H 
♦ G0048295.GSF – AL HARF AL JADID AK REV.D GA 
♦ G0048593.GSF – ARABIC-NASIM MEDIUM AK REV.E 
♦ G0056225.GSF – ARABIC SINGLE LINE AK REV.A 

 3 Once OMEGA is loaded onto the same or different computer, copy the font files from 
the CD, network drive, or other backup device into the OMEGA fonts folder (usually 
C:\GSP\GSPFonts for older versions of OMEGA, or C:\Program Files\Gerber Scientific 
Products\OMEGA 3.xx\GSPFonts for OMEGA 3.0 or higher. If you encounter difficulties 
and need assistance, contact Gerber Service.
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Installing the OMEGA Arabic Fonts using Font Manager 
If you do not have GRAPHIX ADVANTAGE Arabic fonts, you must install the OMEGA Arabic 
Font Pack using Font Manager. Installing the Arabic Font Pack requires a password that is 
supplied when the Arabic option is purchased. Fonts are located on the OMEGA 4.0 AND 
LATER System Software DVD. 

Tip:  If you have Arabic fonts for GRAPHIX ADVANTAGE and wish to transfer those to 
OMEGA, follow the procedure “Transferring GA Arabic fonts to OMEGA” on page 1. 

 To load OMEGA Arabic fonts using Font Manager 

 4 For OMEGA 4.0 or higher, insert the OMEGA System Software DVD in the computer 
DVD-ROM drive, the OMEGA Setup Wizard should automatically display. If it does 
not, click Start > Run and browse the DVD to locate Setup.exe.  

   

 5 Click the Install Products button to open the Install Products screen.  

   

 6 Click the Install Fonts button to open Font Manager. 
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 7 Select one or more Arabic fonts from the Uninstalled Font list and click 
Install/Purchase. The Gerber Font Pack Purchase Password dialog box displays with 
the Arabic Font Pack option selected. 

    

 8 Enter the password provided when you purchased the Arabic option in the Password 
box and click OK. 

 9 The font(s) previously selected in Font Manager are installed. The remaining Arabic 
Fonts that were not selected can be installed without additional passwords. 

 10 Arabic fonts may be entered using the Enter/Edit Text dialog box or the Enter/Edit 
Small Text dialog box. Arabic fonts cannot be entered using Text on the Work Surface 
(TOWS). 
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Activating Arabic in OMEGA 4.0 AND LATER 
To use Arabic in OMEGA 4.0 AND LATER you must enable Arabic fonts in Composer. 

 To activate Arabic in OMEGA 4.0 AND LATER 

 1 Open Composer and click Tools > Options to open the Options dialog box. Click the 
Text tab. 

    

 2 Turn on Enable Arabic Fonts and click OK. 

Enabling Arabic support in Different Operating Systems: Windows XP, 
Windows Vista, and Windows 7 
Please choose the correct procedure based on your Windows operating system. 

♦ Windows XP – below 

♦ Windows Vista – page 10 

♦ Windows 7 – page ??? 

 To enable Arabic support in Windows XP 

Note:  You must be logged on as an Administrator to setup Arabic support. 

 1 Click Start > Control Panel to open the Control Panel dialog box. Your display might 
look different if you are in Classic View. You can switch between Classic and Category 
View under Control Panel on the left side of the window.  
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 2 In Control Panel, click the Date, Time, Language, and Regional Options.  

    

 3 Click Regional and Language Options and go to the Languages tab. 

    

 4 Turn on Install files for complex script and right-to-left languages (including Thai). Click OK 
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 5 Click OK in the message box that comes up concerning the disk space required to 
install supplemental language support. 

   

 6 Click OK at the bottom of Regional and Language Options dialog box. A message box 
is displayed that shows the progress of copying files.  

Note:  In some cases you may need your original Windows XP CD. A message displays asking 
you to insert the Windows XP CD. Insert the CD and the necessary files should automatically 
be copied. If the files cannot be located, another dialog box displays which allows you to browse 
to the location of the files. Usually the files are located in a folder named I386 off the root of the 
CD. 

 7 When the file copying is finished, another message displays telling you that you must 
restart your computer.  Click Yes. 

 8 When the computer is restarted, log in as the administrator and reopen Control Panel.   

 9 Open Regional and Language Options again and choose the Languages tab. 

 10 Click the Details button to display the Text Services and Input Languages dialog box. 

   

 11 Click the Add button to display the Add Input Language dialog box. 
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 12 Select an appropriate Arabic Input Language from the drop-down list. Choosing 
Arabic will default to an appropriate keyboard layout which can be changed if you 
wish. 

 13 Click OK to return to the Text Services and Input Languages dialog box with the 
chosen Arabic input language and keyboard in the Installed Services list. 

   

 14 Click OK at the bottom of Text Services and Input Languages and click OK at the 
bottom of Regional and Language Options. 

 15 When Arabic has been activated correctly, you will see the language bar or a  
small “EN” on the Windows task bar. 

 16 Click the “EN” and a menu displays allowing you to switch your input method 
between Arabic and English.  

   

  

 To enable full Arabic support for Windows XP 

Note:  You must be logged on as an Administrator to setup Arabic support. 

 1 Click Start > Control Panel to open the Control Panel dialog box. 
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 2 In Control Panel, click the Date, Time, Language, and Regional Options.  

 3 Click Regional and Language Options and open the Advanced tab.  

 4 Under Language for non-Unicode programs select an Arabic language from the drop-down 
list. 

   

 5 Click OK at the bottom of Regional and Language Options dialog box and a message 
box and the following message displays.  Click Yes. 

   
 6 Another message displays asking you to restart your computer.  Click Yes. 

 7 Continue with the section “Activating Arabic in OMEGA 2.5.1 or higher” on page 4. 



9 of 21 

 

To enable Arabic support in Windows Vista 

Note:  You must have OMEGA 2.6 or higher and be logged on as an Administrator to setup 
Arabic support on Windows Vista. 

 1 Click Start > Control Panel to open the Control Panel dialog box. Your display might 
look different if you are in Classic View. You can switch between Classic and Category 
View under Control Panel on the left side of the window. 

   
 2 Click Clock, Language, and Region to open that dialog box. 

   

 3 Click Change the country or region to open the Formats tab of the Regional and 
Language Options dialog box. 
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 4 Choose an Arabic location from the Current format drop down menu. 

 5 Open the Location tab and choose the same Arabic location from the Current Location 
drop down menu. 

   

 6 Open the Keyboards and Languages tab. 
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 7 Click the Change Keyboards… button to open the Text Services and Input Languages 
dialog box. 

   

 8 Click the Add… button to open the Add Input Language dialog box. 

    

 9 Open the Arabic language (location) previously selected and turn on the check box for 
Arabic 101. Click OK to return to the General tab of the Text Services and Input 
Languages dialog box which displays the results. 
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 10 Click OK twice to close the dialog boxes. You will see an “EN” in a small box in the 

Windows task bar. Click the EN to display a menu which allows you to switch your 
input method between Arabic and English. 

 11 Continue with the following section: “To Enable Full Arabic Support for Windows 
Vista and Windows 7.” 

 To enable full Arabic support for Windows Vista and Windows 7 

Note:  You must have OMEGA 2.6 or higher and be logged on as an Administrator to setup 
Arabic support on Windows Vista and Windows 7. 

 1 Click Start > Control Panel to open the Control Panel dialog box. 

   

 2 Click Clock, Language, and Region to open that dialog box. 
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 3 Click Change the country or region to open the Regional and Language Options dialog 
box. 

 4 Open the Administrative tab and click Change System Locale. Windows may display a 
warning message about continuing with the changes. Click Continue. 

   

 5 Choose the current system locale from the drop down menu and click OK. 

   

 6 You must restart Windows for the language changes to occur. 

 7 Continue with the section “Activating Arabic in OMEGA 2.5.1 or higher” on page 4. 
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Note:  If your Windows Vista system was in US measurement mode it will switch to Metric 
mode after activating Arabic. 

 

  To enable Arabic support in Windows 7 

Note:  You must have OMEGA 2.6 or higher and be logged on as an Administrator to setup 
Arabic support on Windows Vista or Windows 7. 

 1 Click Start > Control Panel to open the Control Panel dialog box. Your display might 
look different if you are in Classic View. You can switch between Classic and Category 
View under Control Panel on the left side of the window. 

   
 2 Click Clock, Language, and Region to open that dialog box. 
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 3 Click Change the country or region, then open the Formats tab of the Regional and 
Language Options dialog box. 

   

 4 Choose an Arabic location from the Current format drop down menu. 

 5 Open the Location tab and choose the same Arabic location from the Current Location 
drop down menu. 

   

 6 Open the Keyboards and Languages tab. 
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 7 Click the Change Keyboards… button to open the Text Services and Input Languages 
dialog box. 

   

 8 Click the Add… button to open the Add Input Language dialog box. 

    

 9 Open the Arabic language (location) previously selected and turn on the check box for 
Arabic 101. Click OK to return to the General tab of the Text Services and Input 
Languages dialog box which displays the results. 
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 10 Click OK twice to close the dialog boxes. You will see an “EN” in a small box in the 

Windows task bar. Click the EN to display a menu which allows you to switch your 
input method between Arabic and English. 

 11 Continue with the following section: “To Enable Full Arabic Support for Windows 
Vista and Windows 7.” 

 

 To enable full Arabic support for Windows Vista and Windows 7 

Note:  You must have OMEGA 2.6 or higher and be logged on as an Administrator to setup 
Arabic support on Windows Vista and Windows 7. 

 1 Click Start > Control Panel to open the Control Panel dialog box. 

   

 2 Click Clock, Language, and Region to open that dialog box. 
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 3 Click Change the country or region to open the Regional and Language Options dialog 
box. 

 4 Open the Administrative tab and click Change System Locale. Windows may display a 
warning message about continuing with the changes. Click Continue. 

   

 5 Choose the current system locale from the drop down menu and click OK. 

   

 6 You must restart Windows for the language changes to occur. 

 7 Continue with the section “Activating Arabic in OMEGA 2.5.1 or higher” on page 4. 
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Note:  If your Windows Vista system was in US measurement mode it will switch to Metric 
mode after activating Arabic. 

 

Full Arabic Support 
To have Arabic file names that display properly in the Open, Import, Save As, or Export dialog 
boxes, on the MRU file list, and to implement layer names using Arabic characters, additional 
Windows setup is necessary.  If you choose not to alter Windows setup further, Arabic can still 
be entered in the Enter/Edit Text and Enter/Edit Text Small Text dialog boxes, and the correct 
text will be displayed in the Composer Layer Tree, but other Windows controls will not display 
or handle Arabic properly.  
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Tips for using Arabic with OMEGA 
Displayed numbers vary in edit controls.  

If you choose a font such as Arial that has multiple scripts available and then choose Arabic, or 
you choose an Arabic font, the characters shown for numbers depends on your Regional and 
Language settings in Control Panel. If you set your Standards and formats to Arabic (the chosen 
country does not matter), Arabic digits display. If you use any other setting, Latin digits 
display. This behavior is consistent in the Enter/Edit Text and Enter/Edit Small Text dialog 
box. 

Small text numbers in an Arabic font vary on the work surface.  

If the chosen small text font is an Arabic font and your setting is Arabic, you will see Arabic 
digits on the work surface. If you have any setting other than Arabic, you will see Latin digits 
on the work surface. If you change the setting, the display changes dynamically. This means 
that if you enter small text and change the setting while Composer is running, the digits will 
update immediately.  If you save a file with Arabic small text with the Arabic setting and then 
open the file using a non-Arabic setting, the digits will display differently. 

Text length and height may display incorrectly while the character is entered. 

Text entered in the Enter/Edit Text dialog box may have the length and height reported 
incorrectly as it is typed. The length and height calculations are done on the isolated form of the 
character which is often not the final form of the character. The final form is determined by the 
character's location in the word. 

No preview of lam with alef characters in the Font Select dialog box.   

Lam and alef characters are special and generate TWO characters for each keystroke.  An 
example is the basic lam with alef that is generated by pressing the ‘B’ key.  The single 
keystroke generates two character messages, one for a code of 225 followed immediately by a 
code of 199.  The two codes, used together, produce the lam with alef.  The lam and alef are 
valid characters on their own and font preview does not know if they should be combined, 
therefore the font preview window displays only the alef. 

GSP Arabic fonts include the most common Arabic characters. 

The GSP Arabic font sets include the most commonly used characters. The font sets do not 
contain all possible Arabic characters. 

Normally a character is compared to the currently selected Gerber font as you type to ensure 
that it is part of the font set. All Arabic character codes that come from the keyboard are for the 
isolated forms of the Arabic character. The eventual character displayed could be one of four 
forms: isolated, initial, medial or final which is determined by the character's position in a word. 
Without knowing where a character appears in a word when it is typed, only the isolated 
character is validated.  

If the isolated form of the character entered from the keyboard is missing from the font set, 
OMEGA beeps. If the isolated form of the character exists but the final form of the character 
does not, the invalid character is replaced with a minus sign. The minus sign is a placeholder 
that can later be smart edited.  

Parentheses created by different keys in different fonts 
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The parentheses characters are not created using the same key in all Arabic fonts. Depending on 
the Arabic font chosen, parentheses may be entered using the reversed parentheses key.   
 
 


