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The Hon. Greg Hunt, MP 

Federal Minister for Health 

 

18th June, 2017 

 

Dear Minister, 

My name is Wendy, I am 61 years young and I am dying - not today, tomorrow or next 
month, but a lot sooner that I had anticipated. 

As a mother, grandmother, partner and friend, I wish more than anything else this was not 
happening to me; however Metastatic Breast Cancer chose me and not the other way 
around, so I have had to get on with it. The disease itself has caused me to adjust to a ‘new 
normal’. 

It has been four years since that life changing day when I was told I had Stage 4, Metastatic 
Breast Cancer and that there is no cure for it.  My life became a medical merry- go-round 
and still is. 

At present, I am on a drug called Xeloda.  It is a good drug and is doing its job however, that 
comes at a price – side effects, which I won’t elaborate on.  I would like to say that my 
quality of life is not what it could be and it is amazing just what the human body and mind 
can tolerate in terms of ingesting toxic drugs. 

PLEASE Mr. Hunt - could you for a short time take off your politician’s hat and read this as a 
son, husband and father?  Identifying as all of these, I am sure you have hopes and dreams 
for your family as they go through life.  I, too, had those very same hopes and dreams for my 
family but now, unfortunately, I will not be here to see all of them eventuate. 

I very much want to see my grand-daughter finish high school, graduate from Army Cadets 
into the Army, to achieve her potential, marry and have a family.  I want to GROW OLD, 
beside my loving, caring and supportive partner, to share special times with friends, to live 
MY LIFE in the best possible way - with purpose and a voice, and to experience everything 
life has to offer. 

Due to medical commitments and distance I cannot be here today.  I live two and a half 
hours north of Adelaide, which creates its own set of problems.  On the 19th I have to have 
CT scans in hospital.  Then on the 22nd, another five hour round trip to get those same 
results and appointments with my Oncologist, as I do every 6 weeks. 

Mr. Hunt, Wendy is just your average woman, who is very grateful for the amazing medical 
system we have in our country and the dedicated people who are a part of that system.  
Australia is known worldwide for being at the forefront of Cancer Research.  You have the 
opportunity to help us all, both women and men, to enjoy a better quality of life with this new 
drug – Palbociclib. 
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Since being introduced and approved in the United States, I have read avidly of the 
difference it has made to lives of those breast cancer patients.  It of course comes at a price 
- a heavy financial price - and the majority of patients will simply not be able to afford this. 

Currently, women and men who are newly diagnosed with Metastatic Breast Cancer can be 
offered Palbociclib as a first line treatment - at a cost.  Of course, if Palbociclib is approved 
to go onto the PBS then those patients will have the advantage of paying subsidised prices. 

However, those of us who have had ongoing treatment already i.e. chemotherapy, will not 
have that advantage and will have to pay the full price of nearly $5000 per month. 

DISCRIMINATE is a word I do not like and yet as defined in the Cambridge English 
Dictionary means: 

‘Treating a person or particular group of people differently, especially in a worse way from 
which you treat other people.’   

This certainly seems to be the case here. 

 Palbociclib has an approximate range of ‘progression free time’ of 22 months, so regardless 
of which category you fall into, or the price you have to pay, we will all get the same amount 
of time and enjoy a better quality of life. 

 What can we do about this Mr. Hunt? 

I ask you simply and sincerely, to do everything in your power to change this situation so that 
ALL of us can access this drug, regardless of where we are in our treatment plan.  

I appreciate the time you’ve taken to read my letter – thank you. 

 Yours sincerely, 

Wendy  

 

 


