
 

About Breast Cancer Network Australia (BCNA) 

Breast Cancer Network Australia (BCNA) is Australia’s leading breast cancer consumer organisation. 

BCNA exists to ensure that all Australians who are affected by breast cancer receive the very best care, 
treatment and support. 

BCNA has free programs and services to inform and support people with breast cancer, including our 
Helpline – 1800 500 258 – and My Journey online tool – www.myjourney.org.au – a free resource 
providing up-to-date, reliable information tailored to a person’s individual diagnosis and treatment. 
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Third COVID vaccination is  
essential, not an optional extra, for people 
with breast cancer. 
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Breast Cancer Network Australia (BCNA) and the Federal Government are urging 
women and men with breast cancer to get their third COVID vaccine dose as soon as 
they are eligible to provide them with maximum protection against corona virus.  
 
Anyone on active treatment with chemotherapy, hormone therapy or radiotherapy can 
receive a third vaccine two months after their second vaccination unlike the general 
population that must wait six months. 
 
Cancer treatment compromises the immune system which could result in severe 
complications if a person contracted COVID-19. Breast Cancer Network CEO Kirsten 
Pilatti says now that COVID-19 is circulating in the community the so-called booster shot 
is essential for the vulnerable. “If you have breast cancer a third vaccine is not an 
optional extra, it is as important as the first and second doses. We know that those who 
are immunocompromised may not respond as well to the vaccines resulting in a weaker 
defence against COVID -19.”  
 
Federal Health and Aged Care Minister Greg Hunt said nearly half a million Australians 
are now eligible for their booster dose. “Two doses provide excellent protection against 
COVID-19 and a third dose will ensure longer and greater protection.” 
 
"The medical experts recommend that people who are severely immunocompromised 
should receive a third dose. I encourage all those who are eligible to speak to their 
medical professional, especially if your health or the health of a loved one is 
compromised.” 
 
It is recommended that the third vaccine be an mRNA vaccine (Pfizer of Moderna) 
regardless of what brand the first two doses were. Individuals should contact their health 
professional with any concerns or call BCNA’s Helpline on 1800 500 258.  
 
 

 

http://www.myjourney.org.au/
mailto:kcurtain@bcna.org.au

