
From: John 
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2020 11:29 
Subject: Ants 
  
Mom and I started talking about this last night and I thought the following info might be useful to everyone. 
  
My life…. 
  
I’ve battled ants under my garage for 20 years and it’s causing cement cracks in the area they excavated/undermined. 
So, I was up until 2 AM two nights ago reading about ants. Here’s the down and dirty that hours of reading gave me… 
  
Years past, my big mistake was using fast acting killer vs bait and not understanding the food cycles. Spray insecticide 
kills on contact but causes colony’s to scatter, protect and split to survive, with a single colony living up to 20 years; 
explains why I’ve been fighting them for so long. 
  
Don’t use fast acting killer near their nests…just around areas you want them to stay away from (doors, cupboards, etc.). 
Slow acting bait is the most effective method for attacking the colony with the aid of their workers. I’ve purchased ant 
traps in the past and they never seemed to work. Knowing the cycle and correlating bait is crucial but, without trial and 
error, is a guess.  
  
Best method is to get both types of insecticide (sweet/protein) and put them side-by-side. None of it’s cheap so I 
ordered Advion Ant Bait arena (sugar cycle and good reviews) after comparison bait reading with the hope (guess) it’s 
compatible with the current feeding cycle. If not, I’ll get a protein bait like Maxforce Complete. 
  
Should get my delivery next week and will let you know the results in a few. Hopefully, this is what happens… 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1aQsGzLqSI  
  
This WSU guide on the PNW is a bit long but interesting and invaluable in understanding what type ants I might have.  
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/415/2014/12/antpests.pdf 
  
Following, is information I collected as I read various sites. I believe my ants are 2-Node Pavement Ants and, keeping my 
fingers crossed, hope that armed with a little bit of knowledge, I WILL BE DEADLY.  

  

 
All Ant Baits:  All ants require two types of food cycles to thrive. The cycles are referred to as the sweet cycle and the 
grease/protein cycle. There's no easy way to tell which cycle an ant requires at any given moment. Using both protein 
and sweet baits is the most effective method to bait ants. 

Ant Identification Keys* 

1- Node Ants : Black Carpenter Ants, Red Carpenter Ants, Field Ants, Small (False Honey Ants), Large Yellow Ants, 
Odorous House Ants 

2-Node Ants :Thief Ants, Pharaoh Ants, Little Black Ants, Acrobat Ants, Pavement Ants, Big-Headed Ants 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1aQsGzLqSI
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/uploads/sites/415/2014/12/antpests.pdf
https://store.doyourownpestcontrol.com/complete-ant-kit
https://store.doyourownpestcontrol.com/complete-ant-kit
https://www.doyourownpestcontrol.com/images/1nodeants.pdf
https://www.doyourownpestcontrol.com/images/2nodeants.pdf


 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004HD973W/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1 

Pro Tip: "Syngenta got it right with Advion Ant Bait Arena. The ants love this bait and eat it aggressively. 
Remember, don't spray insecticide near Advion Ant Bait Arena. You need the ants to feed on the bait and 
successfully carry it back to the colony. Spraying near the arena bait stations or near them may contaminate the 
bait." 

A powerful tool for broad-spectrum control 

Advion® Ant bait arena is an innovative technology that can be used in many sensitive situations for outstanding ant 
control. Arenas should be placed in areas where ants are currently foraging, or where foraging activity is suspected. 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004HD973W/ref=ppx_od_dt_b_asin_title_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
https://cdn.doyourownpestcontrol.com/media/catalog/product/cache/1/image/9df78eab33525d08d6e5fb8d27136e95/a/d/advion_ant_bait_arena__42148_1428027533_1280_1280.png


Key Features 

• Targets most pest species of ants, including all key sweet feeders 
• Features a highly attractive, homogenous formulation 
• Indoxacarb, the active ingredient, is the only member of its class of chemistry, so it performs like no other insecticide 

Key Benefits 

• Ants consume more bait over an extended period, resulting in thorough control of the infestation 
• By combining a proprietary active ingredient with a highly attractive formulation, Advion Ant bait arena provides a 

powerful tool for broad-spectrum ant control 
• The formulation maintains its integrity for extended periods 

 
On 29-Apr-20 09:12, John wrote: 
 
Okay, I know you’ve been checking your email, daily, looking for an ant update. Let’s face it…my quest to eliminate 
nuisance ants has you riveted to the computer. *Disclaimer: no “non-destructive” ants will be targeted in this chemical 
assault; only gangs of no-do-gooders. Peaceful ants deserve to live in harmony with mankind. 
  
After closer examination I’m revising my ant identification. They are definitely 2-Node ants but it appears there are two 
different sizes in the colony and the antenae are more pronounced with short/long segments. So, I’m going to ID them 
as “Big-Headed” vice “Pavement” ants. 

 
  
Snapped some pictures with my phone and the resolution isn’t so good but the first picture is actually the smaller ant of 
the two with the second ant considerably larger than the first. The pictures, however, appear the opposite and the 
second looks more black. One thing has me slightly dubious of the second…the nodes on #2 look a bit different and I’m 
not sure if it’s because of the size or if it’s another species. 



 
  
The chemical assault! Received my shipment of chem warfare bait arenas two days ago and placed four around new 
tunnels that evening. By the next morning this is what I found… 

 
  
Seems I chose correctly with the sweet vs protein bait. Also conclude the reviews of Advion are correct and this stuff is 
very delicious to the ant palate. Mari and I checked the traps when she returned from work and there were easily 2-3 
times more ants visible than in these pics. Now, the wait. Takes from 3-7 days to affect the colony after the worker’s 
take it back. Silly workers. They no not what they do.  
 
So far, success. From this day forward I proclaim myself the “Ant Whisperer”. For any of you that have actually read this 
far….don’t you have anything better to do than read my musings on ants? Ha! But seriously, I’ve learned so much 
reading up on this. Literally, my whole adult life I’ve been chasing ants vs. effectively going after them. Hopefully, this 
will be of use to you in the future. 

  
Love, 
  
Dad/John 

 


