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No Music — Test was which one was the most quiet with various background noises
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Polk UltraFocus 8000

The worst of the noise cancellers, but the best for music (with one big exception). If you in a quiet room, these will make the background dead quiet. If you in a plane, bar, subway you will still hear the
background. For music, these do an excellent job. The sound is bass pronounced, but it isn't muddy or boomy. The mids are clear and the highs are fairly crisp. The sound signature of these phones will be
liked by a lot of people. You should buy these cause they are a great headphone, and think of the noise canceling as an added benefit. Musically, these sounded great on everything | threw at them. Taiko
drums, Orchestral passages, new “Hot” masters, Jazz, New Age, Rock (old and new), Old style masters with synths. They performed well. The only thing that outperformed these were my Westone 4r's. If |

didn't have the 4r's | would be proclaiming these must haves. If you can't wear IEM's or don't want too, then these still are must haves.

Polk UltraFocus 6000

The second best of the noise canceling headphones, and in this aspect | would rate them fair. When compared to the 7b's these do have a superior sound. You will need to make sure you use the shirt clip.
If the battery pack / control center starts swinging it will pull the earphone out of you ear. The nozzles on the phones are larger than most and you will need to take some time getting the right ear pieces for a
good seal. As to the sound quality, it out performed the Phonak's and M50's on a few tracks but not many. In describing the sound, | would call it bass heavy, it even has boomy sound at times. | would not
call the mix of the headphones Bass heavy, reduced mids and fairly good highs, not unpleasant, but they aren't really my cup of tea. In my opinion they do best on old style masters, where there is a full
spectrum to produce. The bass heavy modern masters make these boom. Now, don't get me wrong, I'll probably get a pair of these for travel duty. They are better than my 7b's for sound and do a fair job
getting rid of low frequency background noise (plane engine, fans etc...). Plus they will be easy to carry.

Audio Technica ATH-ANC7b

The Best Noise cancelling of the the 3. It does a really good job of getting rid of most noise and creates a very quiet background for listening. Good masters and the FLAC format show the weakness of the
headphone. Sounds better with the modern day “Hot” Masters, there isn't as much of a spectrum to produce and the sound isn't bad. The weakness shows when it is playing old / full spectrum masters.
Perhaps if | was an MP3 listener these would be great for everything. Overall, the sound is a bit tinny without much sound stage.

Audio Technica ATH-M50s

A very good all around headphone. It is comfortable for long listening sessions. It's not as neutral as the Phonak's or as crisp in the sound. Perhaps the sound can best be described as a bit Bass heavy with

forward mids. It still produces good highs but they aren't as detailed as the Phonaks. Listening to 1Z, the sound quality is there but the subtle details of this great recording are missing. The bit heavier bass,

makes these headphones sound good on Rock, Blues and Jazz. The orchestral and accapela sections of some songs, in comparrison show the weakness of these headphones. Overall, very good phones
with a nice full sound and a great deal for the price. For one set of mid price phones in the house, these work.

Phonak PFE 112 — [EM

The Phonak's are a single balanced armature IEM design. The sound can be changed by changing filters (supplied). Since | have had them, | have found that the balanced filter works best for me. These
were also my first IEM. In listening to them, you find that they have a very balanced sound signature, with the mids being slightly forward. The bass does not boom and the highs are crisp and clean. They
excel on acapella and orchestral passages. If your a bass head or into lots of Hip Hop these aren't the pones for you. If | had to describe these in word, the word would be detailed. The are some tracks
(mainly blues and rock) where | prefer the sound of the M50's. If I'm listening to these I'm usually adjusting the EQ settings for what works best for that song / album.

Westone 4R - IEM

The best headphone in this comparrison. Some might say you can't really compare and IEM to a headphone and they may be right. The only way to compare it is to see what sounds best to you. The price of
the 8000's (going for full retail) $350 and the price of 4r's (great discount) $375 is comparable. Musically, these beat the 8000's on everything listed above. It wasn't like the 6000 comparison where is was
flopping back and forth between the two. | preferred the 4r's for everything in the list. They are a joy to listen too and | have not heard any better headphones. | was happy with the performance of the
Phonak's before | bought these. There is no real comparrison. | think the only way | may be able to better is to take a huge leap ($ wise) and get customs.
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