
Info for Strictly Steam forum at heatinghelp.com

This is a 2-pipe steam system.  

The existing boiler is a Peerless Boiler No. 61-08-SPRK-S

There are a total of 15 radiators, ranging from 20”-40” tall rom the floor, with between 4-36 tubes (fins?) each, 
and 2, 3, or 4 columns per segment.

The steam guy from company #2 (The company that wrote the quote in question) calculated the size of the 
boiler from the info shown on the attached chart.


Height 
(top 
from 
floor)

# of 
sections  

(fins?)

distance 
from one 
section to 
the next

# of 
columns 

per 
section

kitchen 26 8 3” 4 American 
Radiator

back entry 38 7 2.5 2 Pierce

front entry 38 11 2.5 3 Pierce

living room x 2 
radiators 32 12 2.5 3 Pierce

dining room 38 18 2.5 2 Pierce

family room 36 13 2.5 3 Pierce

bedroom 1 22 23 2.5 3 Pierce

bedroom 2 24 21 2.5 3 Pierce

bedroom 3 40 9 2.5 3 Pierce

little room 24 9 2.5 3 Pierce

art room 36 26 2.5 3 ?

bathroom 1 n/a n/a n/a n/a Pierce

bathroom 2 32 7 2.5 3 Pierce

bathroom 3 38 6 2.5 2 Pierce

Laundry 38 4 2.5 2 Pierce

http://heatinghelp.com


History of the current boiler: 

10/1/1999  $7875

- Disconnect, demolish and remove existing boiler

- Install gas fired, Peerless Model EC 0861 cast iron boiler with atmospheric burner.

- Reconnect steam and return lines

- Complete piping of gas line to the new burner connection

- Complete installation of new 8” smoke stack to the existing 9” vent pipe

- Complete all electrical wiring and provide a start up of the complete system

- Provide owner with new operation and service manual and training in maintenance


3/27/2003  $1599

- Repair 2 leaks

- Repair clamps

- Radiator supply valve

- Blowndown valve

- Labor

- Miles


11/30/2017  $1166

- Clean boiler sections, stack pipe, burner tubes

- labor

- miles

- ceramic rope

- Weil-McLain brush


1/8/2019 Service Call

- Boiler will not ignite due to bad ignition board and motorized damper on blue stack

- Never repaired


September 2021 I purchased the home. The boiler sat unused since Spring of 2018   

First Boiler and Mechanical Company (installed and maintained current boiler)

- I called the company that installed and serviced the existing Peerless boiler for service, knowing it was not 

currently in working order.

- The guy they sent out determined that after sitting that long, in a very wet basement with signs of previous 

flooding, the boiler was toast.  

- He removed the burners tubes and burner igniters, and showed me they were rusted and couldn’t be 

cleaned. He also said it would probably need a new water feeder.

- The company quoted me for the above parts and instal at nearly 40% of their quoted cost of a new 

Peerless boiler, installed.

- They found that they couldn’t get the Peerless until February, so they looked for an alternative.

- Eventually, they provided a written quote for a Weil McLain EG Series Model EG-75 and installation.


(I say “eventually” because I called and left so many messages looking for followup that I ultimately stopped 
calling.  Months later (summer) I got a surprise call from their office asking if I still want the boiler. I let her 
know that I still need a boiler, but I still need a written estimate before I make a decision. 4 days later I 
received the quote)

Since I lost confidence in this company, I started looking for other places that could instal a steam boiler.


#2 Plumbing and Heating Company

- Confirmed they have a “steam guy” who has been with the company for a long time.

- He looked everything over and said he would price out cost to repair and cost to replace.

- Unable to repair, will need to replace

- Came back out and looked at the old boiler and said he would order the same size boiler.

- I asked about the calculations required to size a boiler, so we walked around the house and counted 

radiators (15) and for each one measured the height (20”-40” from the floor), the number of tubes 
(segments), and number of columns per segment (2, 3, or 4).


- Again with the poor follow up from the first call to receiving the quote, but here we are.


