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The term "brutalism" was originally coined by the 
Swedish architect Hans Asplund to describe Villa 
Göth in Uppsala, designed in 1949 by his contem-
poraries Bengt Edman and Lennart Holm. He origi-
nally used the Swedish-language term nybrutalism 
(new brutalism), which was picked up by a group 

of visiting English architects, including Michael 
Ventris. In England, the term was further adopted 
by architects Alison and Peter Smithson.[3][4] The 
term gained wide currency when the British ar-
chitectural historian Reyner Banham used it in the 
title of his 1966 book, The New Brutalism: Ethic or 

Aesthetic?, to characterise a somewhat recently 
established cluster of architectural approaches, 
particularly in Europe. The best known proto Bruta-
list architecture is the work of the Swiss architect 
Le Corbusier, in particular his 1952 Unité d'Habi-
tation and the 1953 Secretariat Building (Palace of 
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In 1925, the Bauhaus moved to the German
industrial town of Dessau, initiating its most
fruitful period.Gropius designed a new building for 
the school, which has since come to be seen as a 
landmark of modern, functionalist architecture. It 
was also here that the school finally created a
department of architecture, something that had 
been conspicuously lacking in an institution that 
had been premised on the union of the arts.

But by 1928 Gropius was worn down by his work, 
and by the increasing battles with the school's 
critics, and he stood down, turning over the helm 
to Swiss architect Hannes Meyer. Meyer headed the 
architecture department, and, as an active com-
munist, he incorporated his Marxist ideals through 
student organizations and classroom programs.

The school continued to build in strength but criti-
cism of Meyer's Marxism grew, and he was dismis-
sed as director in 1930, and after local elections 
brought the Nazis to power in 1932, the school in 
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In 1925, the Bauhaus moved to the German industrial town of 
Dessau, initiating its most fruitful period. Gropius designed a 
new building for the school, which has since come to be seen 
as a landmark of modern, functionalist architecture. It was also 
here that the school finally created a department of archi-
tecture, something that had been conspicuously lacking in an 
institution that had been premised on the union of the arts.

But by 1928 Gropius was worn down by his work, and by the 
increasing battles with the school's critics, and he stood down, 
turning over the helm to Swiss architect Hannes Meyer. Meyer 
headed the architecture department, and, as an active com-
munist, he incorporated his Marxist ideals through student 
organizations and classroom programs.

The school continued to build in strength but criticism of 
Meyer's Marxism grew, and he was dismissed as director in 
1930, and after local elections brought the Nazis to power in 
1932, the school in Dessau was closed.
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